
Gods and Humans (HUMA 1165) – Midterm Essays

Instructions:

Answer only 1 question in each category. That’s 3 essays in total, worth 10-pts. overall. Just like with our weekly writing assignments, there are no right or wrong answers. Feel free to disagree with any parts of the questions. Essays are judged on how specifically students interpret and engage with our texts and course materials in crafting and defending original, coherent arguments.

Save your essays in one document that you upload into Turnitin. Students are only able to submit one file, one time, so be sure you are satisfied before turning in your hard work. Plan to write approximately 2-3 double-spaced pages per essay. 


The due date is Sunday, December 6, at 11:59 pm.



Midterm Essay Questions

Category 1 - Compassion

A. For Buddhists like the Dalai Lama and Thich Nhat Hanh, acting compassionately comes from thinking compassionately, and thinking compassionately comes from changing our usual thinking patterns. In the Hindu Bhagavad Gita, the God Krishna also tells Arjuna to change his thinking patterns. Explain these similarities and/or differences in more specific detail, showing why the gods are so concerned with the ways we think.

OR

B. For Buddhists like the Dalai Lama and Thich Nhat Hanh, acting compassionately comes from thinking compassionately, and thinking compassionately comes from changing our usual thinking patterns. In his “Letter from Birmingham City Jail,” Martin Luther King, Jr. argues that the Christian God wants us to change our thinking patterns. Explain these similarities and/or differences in more specific detail, showing why the gods are so concerned with the ways we think.







Category 2 – Suffering

A. In the Book of Job, Job takes issue with the way other people have traditionally understood the One God (of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam). Today, many feminist theologians have also questioned the ways people have traditionally understood the One God. Explain these similarities and/or differences in more specific detail, showing why their understanding of the One God is so important to the ways they see themselves.

OR

B. [bookmark: _GoBack]In the Book of Job, Job takes issue with the way other people have traditionally understood the One God (of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam). Today, contemporary theologians (Rabbi Kushner, Rev. Gomes, and some of our Black Lives Matter writers, for example) have also questioned the ways people have traditionally understood the One God. Explain these similarities and/or differences in more specific detail, showing why their understanding of the One God is so important to the ways they see themselves.


Category 3 – Art

A. Van Gogh believed that art could transform ordinary people, places and things, helping us to access new worlds, or at least new ways of seeing our own world. Greek artists sculpted art that transformed ordinary athletes into something more, thereby giving us new ways of seeing ourselves. Explain these similarities and/or differences in more specific detail, showing what role the gods played in these transformations.

OR

B. Van Gogh believed that art could transform ordinary people, places and things, helping us to access new worlds, or at least new ways of seeing our own world. H.P. Lovecraft wrote fictional stories that also explored new worlds questioning the limits of what we see and what we know for certain. Explain in more specific detail, showing what role the gods played in these transformations.




